


and right surrounds.  
I first placed the three Power Points on the

floor and listened to them with frontal channel
information. It was obvious right off that these
speakers were not your ordinary 6/12-inch
two-way. They sounded very smooth and nat-
ural without the usual recessed upper
midrange from the very top end down to
around 70 Hz where the bottom rolled off very
gently. A unique property of this design is the
reduced boundary reflections, be it floor, ceil-
ing or wall, whichever boundary the Power
Point is upon, that reflection is eliminated,
which is the same basic principal of boundary
microphones. The result is clarity in the
midrange, sort of like removing a sonic blur or
cleaning a dirty window. 

The Power Points sounded so good on the
floor I got out my cordless drill and proceeded
to mount them on the ceiling where they real-
ly belong. I mounted one directly behind the
listening position (center surround), and the
other two, 110 degrees from front center to
become left surround and right surround. I
repatched and routed the surround channels to
the Power Points, set levels with pink noise
and, Voila! These speakers might just be the
ideal surround monitoring solution. With the
front speakers at ear level and the surrounds up
and behind, the experience is what I feel sur-
round sound is all about. With properly
recorded material the ambience retrieval is
simply wonderful with the Thiel Power Point
ceiling mounted speakers. 

Summary
The Thiel Power Point is a great solution to

a problem that exists with surround monitor-
ing and home theater playback by using the

ceiling as a mounting surface. Not to be con-
fused with other ceiling speakers, the quality
of parts and construction here are first rate and
the design is as good as it gets both visually
and performance wise. Even if you do have
the floor space to position floor standing or
stands mounted speakers (which is unlikely)
the Power Points still have the edge with their
smooth accurate uncolored sound and mini-
mized boundary reflection properties. Though

they may seem a bit pricey initially, nothing
I’ve seen even comes close to solving this
problem. A real breakthrough product.

Tom Jung, founder of DMP Records, is Pro
Audio Review’s technical consultant and a
regular contributor..
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Thiel CS1.6 Speakers

T he CS1.6 is a 36-inch high floor standing two-way speaker with a two-inch thick
slanted front baffle that corrects for phase and time alignment. The unique slotted
bass reflex system reduces unwanted port noise while the baffle’s rounded edges

reduce diffraction effects for improved spatial and transient performance.
The 6.5-inch woofer uses a much larger than normal diame-

ter voice coil to greatly extend the woofer’s bandwidth for
improved upper midrange performance. The large diameter coil
distributes its driving force over a large area of the cone rather
than concentrating it at the center, while using a short coil/long
gap motor system dramatically reducing distortion. Equally
innovative is the woofer’s centrally located neodymium magnet
that is placed inside the coil, rather than outside, creating an
inherently shielded speaker to prevent picture distortion when
placed near video displays. A new high efficiency tweeter also
uses a short coil/long gap motor system design for reduced dis-
tortion.

Amplitude response it rated at 50 Hz to 20 kHz plus or
minus 2 dB while sensitivity is rated at 90 dB 1 watt at 1 meter
into 4 ohms.

I only had two of the CS1.6s up front so a true 5.0 or 6.0 set
up with the Power Points for the surrounds didn’t happen.  But
listening in stereo to the 1.6s you could tell that both models were products of the same great
speaker designer Jim Thiel. The right on tonal balance and phase corrected first order
crossovers are almost trademarks of Jim’s design. The CS1.6 is available in a wide variety of
real wood, laminate or painted finishes. Price in studio black is $1,900 per pair.

— Tom Jung

Thiel CS1.6 speakers


